THE LAST YEARS OF GEOSCES MANDEt
to the riots of 6 February 1934. Daladier, the new Prime Minister,
resigned as a result of the riots. President Lebrun then called on Gaston
Dournergue, former President of the Republic, to form a National
Union government with the support of the Right, the Centre, and the
Radical-Socialists. Doumergue's government lasted until November
1934 when it was overthrown on the issue of constitutional reform.
Flandin, the Minister of Public Works in the old cabinet, became Prime
Minister of a new coalition government with Mandel, who had
opposed Doumergne's constitutional reform,1 as Minister of
Communications.
Mandel was something of a dark horse in the new government* He
was chairman of a group of twelve independents in the Chamber, but
as he belonged to none of the organized parties, he did not visibly
increase the parliamentary majority of the government. Le Populaire,
ready to think the worst of the old enemy of the Socialists, surmised that
Flandin included Mandel in order to prevent him from working against
the government,10 but it is more likely that Mandel was offered a
position because of the prestige he had acquired as a firm opponent of
German rearmament and the reputation he had gained on the Parlia-
mentary commission investigating the Stavisky case as an implacable
enemy of corruption. His opposition to Doumergue's constitutional
reform would also have won him many friends.
The desire of the new government for Handel's collaboration was
evidenced in the conflict which occurred between him and Adrien
Marquet, Minister of Labour in the Doumergue cabinet. Marquet, also
from the Gironde, seems to have accepted a position in the new govern-
ment before Mandel's appointment was announced. While the cabinet
was still being formed, an argument took place between the two men,
at the end of which Marquet refused to participate in the government
with Mandel.11 Thus it seems that when it came to a choice between tbe
two men, Mandefs co-operation was preferred.
The Left, none too happy about Mandel's appointment, were
immediately concerned with his attitude towards civil servants. As
early as 1910 Mandel had praised the government for calling the
railwaymen into military service in order to break their threatetied
national strike.12 And as a young deputy he had declared: *'I want the
State to be a mode! employer, but I also want it to require from tie
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